CONTENTS

Section Page
T ]\ 1 TSR i
ACronyms and ADDIEVIATIONS ........coiiiiiiiiieiiee e enes XV
1.0 Purpose and Need fOr ACTION ........couiiiiiieie e e 1-1
1.1 INEFOTUCTION ...ttt bbbttt bbbt reeneas 1-1
A 11T ] 41 PSSRSO UPRT 1-1
1.3 Proposed Federal ACHION. ..........ciiiiiiieiie ettt na e 1-1
1.4 Purpose and Need fOr ACHION ........ooiiiie e e 1-1
1.4.1 Purpose of the Environmental ASSESSMENt..........cccvvvveriveresiierreiesieseeeens 1-1
1.5 Location and BacKgroUnd............c.ooeeiiiriiiiiiie e 1-5
1.5.1 HiStOriCal OVEIVIEW ......ccuiiiiiiiciiiieieie e 1-5
1.5.2 River and Reservoir System Operations ..........coccevererreeresienseenieseesesnens 1-5
LG TS Tot ] [ o USSP 1-6
1.7 SUMMATY OF ISSUBS ..ottt bttt 1-7
2.0 ABINATIVES. ...ttt b e bt e s b bt et e e st e bt e be e st e e re e eeenee e 2-1
2.1 Alternatives DeVEIOPMENT .........ccviiiiieii e 2-1
2.1.1 Similarities Among AIErNAtIVES.........cccooveiieiiiieieeie e 2-2
2.2 Alternatives Considered in Detail...........cccooeiiiiiiiiiiiieee 2-11

2.2.1 Alternative A (No Action Alternative): Continuation of Existing
Management PraCliCeS .......oivereiieiiere s se et 2-11

2.2.2 Alternative B (Preferred Alternative): Resource Protection/

Enhancement EMPRasis ...........coviveieiieiiece e 2-17
2.2.3 Alternative C: Multiple Use EMPhaSIS .......ccoovvviiiiriiiienienece e 2-25
2.3 Alternative Elements Eliminated from Consideration.............cccoeevereienenenenienn 2-31
2.4 SUMMAry Of IMPACES ......eoiiiiecee e 2-31
3.0 Affected Environment and Environmental CONSEQUENCES .........ccceveeiereerieeieseesieenenns 3-1
20 A 111 0o 1 od o] USSP 3-1
3.1.1 Cumulative IMPACES .....cveivieieieie e 3-2
TS 1o | USROS 3-3
3.2.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT........coviiiiiieiesiee e 3-3
3.2.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES ........oouerruerierieerieeeesieesieseesteeseesree e seesseeseeas 3-6
3.3 Water Quality and ContaminantS...........cccocuervereiieenieeieseeseereeseesee e sreesee e see e 3-7
3.3.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT......cc.oiiiieeiesiesieee e 3-7
3.3.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES........ccveiveerieeeeieerieeiesieeseeeseessaessesseesseensens 3-14
R YT 1=l L1 o] o PRSPPI 3-16
3.4.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT.......ccoviiiiiiiieiese e 3-16
3.4.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES........ccveierrierierieerieeieesieesiesee e seesreeseeenee e 3-19

Contents



Minidoka North Side Resource Management Plan: Final EA

Section Page
BE WIHAIITE .. et 3-24
3.5.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT.........coiiiiieie e 3-24

3.5.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES........ccueieerueiieseesieeiesreesieeseesreessesseesseensens 3-28

3.6 AQUALIC BIOIOGY ...ttt ettt e 3-33
3.6.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT.......cooiiiieieeie e 3-33

3.6.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES........ccueiteerieiieiieeiieeieesiee e sree e 3-33

3.7 Threatened, Endangered, Candidate, and Proposed SPecCies ..........cccecvevververureeene 3-35
3.7.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT.........ooiiiiieie et 3-35

3.7.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES........ccveireerueeiesieereeeiesseesteeeesseessesseesseensens 3-40

3.8 RECIEAtION NG ACCESS ....oveeiieiieiteeiie ettt sttt ettt sbe et sbe e e e eas 3-44
3.8.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT.......cvoiiieeeee et 3-44

3.8.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES........ccuiiteeriirieiieieeeieesieesie e 3-50

3.9 Land Use and Management ...........coveieieerieiieieesieseeseeie e sie e e e snaesne e nnas 3-53
3.9.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT......ccuiiiiiiiieie e 3-53

3.9.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES........ccveieerueeieieeiteeiesteeseeaseesrsessesseesseensenns 3-61

3.10 SOCIOBCONOMICS ....cveeveenteaiiesieeieeseesbeeseesseesbeebe s s e sbeeseesbeesbeesaesseesbeeneesbeenbeeneesreeneas 3-64
3.10.1 Affected ENVIFONMENL........cccoveiieieciese e 3-64

3.10.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES ........ueiveeririeiieerieeieesieenie e siee e sreesieenee e 3-66

3.11 Public Services and ULHITIES .........covveeiieiiee e 3-68
3.11.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT.......ccoiiiiiiie e 3-68

3.11.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES .......cveieerureiesieerieeiesieesiesseesreeseesseesseeneens 3-70

3.12 ENVIronmMental JUSTICE .........coviiiiecee ettt 3-73
3.12.1 Affected ENVIFONMENL.........c.coviieeiecicsc e 3-73

3.12.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES ........ueiteeriirierieerieeieesieenie e siee e sreeseeenee e 3-73

3.13 CUNUIAl RESOUICES ....c.veeieeeieciie ittt e st esaeenaenneennas 3-74
3.13.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT........ccooiiieiie e 3-74

3.13.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES .......cveiveerureierieeieeeeeseesieaseesseeseesseesseeneens 3-77

3.14 INIAN SACTEU SITES....c.veeiiieiiiitie ettt bbb eas 3-80
3.14.1 Affected ENVIFONMENL.........c.coviieeecicsc e 3-80

3.14.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES .......cueieeiuirierieerieeieesieesie e e e seeenee e 3-80

3.15 INAIAN TTUSE ASSELS ...evveieeieeiiesieeieeeeste e e ee e e e et e et e e sae e aesreesseeneesneesreeneennes 3-82
3.15.1 Affected ENVIFONMENT.......cccooiiiiiieiec e 3-82

3.15.2 Environmental CONSEQUENCES .......cveiverueeierieerieeiesieesieeeesreessesseesseeneeens 3-82

4.0 Consultation and CoordiNatioN ...........ccceiieiiereiiese e 4-1
4.1 PUBLIC INVOIVEMENT ...ttt et 4-1
4.2 Agency Consultation and CoordiNation.............ccccvueivereiieereeie e 4-3
4.2.1 Endangered SPECIES ACL ......oiviiieiiie et 4-3

4.2.2 National Historic Preservation ACt..........cccooeviviieieesnsie e 4-3

4.3 Tribal Consultation and Coordination ............cooeririierienie e 4-3
4.3.1 Government-to-Government Consultation with Tribes..........c.cccecvvverenee. 4-3

4.3.2 Indian Sacred Sites (Executive Order 13007)......ccccceveererierneniieneenieseeens 4-3

4.3.3 Indian Trust ASSELS (ITAS)...ccueieiieieerieseeseesieseese e e e e e e e see e sreennas 4-4

4.3.4 Other Laws and RegUIAtIONS...........cocveiiiiiiieieiiesece e 4-4

X ii Contents



Minidoka North Side Resource Management Plan: Final EA

Section Page
5.0 Environmental ComMUTMENTS.........coiiiiiiiiii ettt re e nre e 5-1
5.1 BeSt Management PraCtiCeS .......cuiiiererieiieii et 5-1
5.1.1 Landscape Preservation and Impact AvoidanCe ..........cccecvvevvviveieeiieseennnns 5-1
5.1.2 Erosion and Sediment Control............ccccveoiieiie i 5-2
5.1.3 BiOlOQICAl RESOUICTES .....vecvveivieieeiesieeie e sie et e e ste e e nae e sneenee s 5-2
5.1.4 Site Restoration and ReVegetation ...........ccccveeiirieniesieneee e 5-3
5.1.5 POULION PreVeNtION.......cviiiieiie ettt 5-3
5.1.6 Noise and Air Pollution Prevention ..........cccocveveeiieiie e 5-4
5.1.7 Cultural Resource Site ProteCtion..........cccccceeveeiiieeiie i 5-4
5.1.8 Miscellaneous COMMENTS ........cccciviiiiieiieiii e 5-5
5.2 Mitigation IMBASUIES ......ecuveiieeieeriesieesieeseesteetesseesteesaesseesteaseessaesseaseesseenseaneesseeseesseenes 5-6
B.2. 1 SOMS e eba e e erae e 5-6
5.2.2 VEOEIALION ..ottt e esre e te e e nnaenne s 5-6
5.2.3 Threatened, Endangered, Proposed, and Candidate Species ..........c.c.coc..... 5-6
5.2.4 CUIUIAl RESOUICES .....cuveeteeiiieeciee sttt ettt ettt re e sbe e sre e sbe e sree e reeannas 5-7
OO =] 0 T= T T O TR U PO POUPRTOPRPPI 6-1
7.0 DISEIIDULION LIST....c.viiiiic ettt be e st e e sbe e sree e beesrreereeas 7-1
T.1 OVEIVIEW ... .ottt ettt e ettt e e e bt e e st e e s ab e e e eab e e e ebbeesbeeesabeeesabeeesabeeesabeeeaseeeans 7-1
T2 TEIDES ..ottt ettt e st e e s b e e et e e be e sab e e beesbeeebeesaaeenbeeabeeanreenreeeans 7-1
7.3 Government OFfICIalS........cvv oo 7-2
o 1= o 1= SRS 7-2
7.5 ITIQAtION DISIICES .....veitiiiiiie sttt et sre e be e e 7-4
7.6 NEWS IMEUIA ...ttt ettt e e be e s a e e sbe e saae e beeareeebeesaeeeaes 7-4
T.7 LIDFAIIES ..ottt e s e et e et e e et e e e be e e sbeeesabeeesabeeesateeenseeeans 7-5
7.8 Groups, Businesses, and OrganizationsS............cccecververesieereerieseeseseeseessesseeseneseenns 7-5
T.9 INAIVIAUAIS.......vveiiiee ettt ettt e e st e e sabe e e sabe e e snbeeeeaaeeeas 7-5
SO ] [011Y- 1 oY TSRS 8-1
O =] o] [ToTo =T o] ) VAPPSR 9-1
0.1 LItErature CHLEU ......veevee ettt ettt et e e sbe e s teesba e s raeenteesnne e 9-1
9.2 Personal CoOMMUNICALIONS ........cccvieiiieiiee e cire et e et sre e sba e aeenteesnee e 9-5
Appendices
A Minidoka North Side RMP Goals and Objectives
B Consultation and Coordination with Tribal Governments
C Public Comments and Responses

Contents Xiii



Minidoka North Side Resource Management Plan: Final EA

Tables Page
1.5-1 Project SPECITICALIONS. ......cciiiiiiieiieie sttt bbb nr e nes 1-6
2.1-1 Minidoka North Side Resource Management Plan—Final EA

ABINALIVES ...ttt b e b e nbe et e bt et e neenaeens 2-3
2.4-1  SUMMATY OF IMPACES .....cviiieiieeiecie et ae et raesreeneesreenees 2-32
3.2-1 Soil Characteristics of Potential Wetland Creation Locations in the Minidoka

NOrthSide RMP STUAY ATFC& .......ccveieeieiieie e se et e st sraesaeanaennaenas 3-4
3.3-1 AA&B Irrigation District Drain Water QUAlity ...........cccoiiiiiiinieniesiesceee e 3-9
3.3-2 Minidoka Irrigation District Drain Water QUality .........c.cccoovviiieieiierieie e 3-11
3.3-3  Water Quality Characteristics of Drain Water on the Minidoka North Side

Pumping DiviSion (1981-1992) .......ccccceiiiieiierieeie e esie e se e ae e e e sreesae e 3-13
3.4-1 Current Vegetation on Reclamation Parcels in the Minidoka North Side

RIMP STUAY AT ... coiieeiecieiteee ettt et e e et e esteeteasaesaeenteeneesreeseaneens 3-17

3.4-2 Rare and Sensitive Plant Species Listed by FWS for Counties in RMP Study Area..... 3-19
3.5-1 Rare and Sensitive Wildlife Species Listed by FWS for Counties in RMP

Study Area Containing Reclamation Parcels............cccveiiinieiiiin e 3-27
3.7-1 Threatened and Endangered Species, Proposed Species, Candidate Species, and

Species Petitioned for ESA Listing for Counties in RMP Study Area Containing

RECIamMAtioN ParCelS.........ooiiiiiieice e et 3-36
3.8-1 Recreation Activities on Specific Reclamation Parcels in the Study Area.................... 3-45
3.8-2 Primary Activities at Lake Walcott State Park ............cccooeveeienieniiniie e 3-48
3.8-3 Dirt Roads through Parcels as Related to Parcel Size...........cccocveveieiviie i 3-50
3.9-1 Agriculture and Grazing Lease SUMMAIY.........cccceiueruererniearieseesieseesieesieseesseessessesseens 3-56
3.9-2  Adjacent Land USE SUMMAIY ......cc.ciiueriiiiereeiesiesteeiesieeseeseesseesaessaesseessesseessesssessesssens 3-57
3.9-3 Summary of Known Agriculture Encroachments by Reclamation Parcel..................... 3-59
3.9-4 Summary of Non-Agriculture Encroachments by Reclamation Parcel ........................ 3-61
3.10-1 Minidoka North Side Land Distribution SUMMArY ..........cccoceiiriiiinniiie e 3-64
3.10-2 2000 Annual Average Labor Force and Employment Summary.........c.cccooevevevveinenne 3-64
3.10-3 Comparative Per Capita INCOME SUMMAIY.......cccoeiuiiiiiieiiiee e 3-65
3.10-4 Comparative Demographic Data SUMMAIY ........ccccveiieiieieiieeieee e 3-65
3.13-1 Cultural Sites that are Eligible for the National Register of Historic Places................. 3-76
4.1-1 AHWG Represented INTErESES........viieeieieereeiesee et ste ettt e e see e 4-2
Figures
1.1-1 Regional LOCAION IMPD.......iiiiiiiiiieiie sttt sttt sttt sreeneesneenns 1-3
2.2-1 Alternative A (No Action Alternative): Minidoka North Side Land Base and Parcels

10 D RelINQUISNEU.... ..o e 2-13
2.2-2 Alternative B (Preferred Alternative): Resource Protection Enhancement

Emphasis—Grazing Parcels on Which Grazing Leases will be Considered................. 2-19
2.2-3 Alternative C: Multiple Use Emphasis—Grazing Parcels on Which Grazing

Leases Will De CONSIEIEA ..........ccviiiiieiie e 2-27
3.9-1 Parcel 825-15-W: lllegally Dumped Material ...........ccccocevveveiiieienie e 3-60
3.9-2 Parcel 8-248-W: Unauthorized ACHVITIES.........ccciiiiiiiiiiie e 3-60

Contents



